ARTICLE III.  HORSE-DRAWN VEHICLES FOR HIRE*


__________

*Cross references:  Animals generally, ch. 4.  


__________


Sec. 24-171.  License required.

It shall be illegal to operate any vehicle which is pulled or drawn by a horse, mule or other beast of burden within the city for the purpose of transporting passengers unless that vehicle shall have a valid current license issued by the city pursuant to the provisions of this article.

(Code 1979, § 8-6001)


Sec. 24-172.  Certificate of public convenience and necessity.

(a)   Required.  No horse-drawn vehicle for hire shall be licensed to do business in or use the streets of the city unless there shall first have been obtained from the city council a certificate of public convenience and necessity therefor.  

(b)   Application; regulation of operation and routes.  An applicant for a certificate of public convenience and necessity for the operation of a horse-drawn vehicle for hire shall include in the application detailed information concerning the specific type vehicle to be used, the specific area of the city within which operations shall be conducted, the routes to be used, and the hours and days of the week the horse-drawn vehicle may be operated. Issuance of the certificate of public convenience and necessity shall be conditioned on strict compliance with the areas, routes and times approved or modified by the city council. The city council may further condition the certificate to regulate the method of operation of horse-drawn vehicles for hire as may be considered necessary to ensure proper traffic flow and public safety within the specific area to be served.  

(c)   Conditions.  Each applicant shall certify as a condition for the issuance of a certificate of public convenience and necessity that:  

(1)   All vehicles to be operated pursuant to the certificate shall be maintained in a safe and sanitary condition at all times; and

(2)   No one shall be permitted to operate the vehicles who is not at least 18 years old, who does not possess a valid license to operate a motor vehicle issued by the state, who has been convicted of a major crime or the violation of laws or ordinances involving moral turpitude, or who has a record of habitually violating traffic laws or ordinances.

(d)   Denial, revocation or modification.  The city council may, when in its judgment the public interest and safety require it, issue or refuse to issue to any applicant a certificate of public convenience and necessity, or, upon notice and after hearing, may for like cause revoke or modify any such certificate theretofore issued. In case such certificate is revoked, the city treasurer shall remit to the holder of such revoked certificate the unearned portion of any license tax paid to the city by such certificate holder.  

(e)   Criteria for issuance.  In determining whether public convenience and necessity require licensing of such horse-drawn vehicles for hire for which application may be made, the city council shall take into consideration whether the demands of the public require the proposed or additional service within the city, the financial responsibility of the applicant, the number, kind and type of equipment, the increased traffic congestion and demand for increased parking space upon the streets of the city which may result, whether the safe use of the streets by the public, both vehicular and pedestrian, will be preserved by the granting of such additional licenses, and such other relevant facts as the city council may deem advisable or necessary. The council shall also consider the applicant's proposed procedures for care and protection of the health of the horses and may impose additional requirements in the certificate. The burden of showing public convenience and necessity shall rest upon the applicant.  

(Code 1979, § 8-6002)


Sec. 24-173.  Issuance of license.

Upon presentation of evidence that a certificate of public convenience and necessity has been granted by the city council under this article, the business license inspector shall issue to the certificate holder a license for each horse-drawn vehicle to be operated up to the number authorized in the certificate, at the same rate as for taxicabs.

(Code 1979, § 8-6003)


Sec. 24-174.  Indemnification of city; liability insurance.

(a)   As a condition for the issuance of any license pursuant to the provisions of this article, the licensee shall agree to indemnify the city, its agents and employees from and against all claims, damages, losses and expenses, including attorneys' fees, arising out of or resulting from the operation of any licensed vehicle for hire.

(b)   Before any license is issued for the operation of a horse-drawn vehicle for hire, the owner shall file with the city clerk a copy of a policy of liability insurance issued by a company authorized to do business in this state providing for at least the minimum coverage limits required for motor vehicles in this state.

(Code 1979, § 8-6004)


Sec. 24-175.  Operating regulations; inspections.

(a)   Display of license and certificate.  It shall be illegal to operate any horse-drawn vehicle for hire on any city street or right-of-way unless a current valid license certificate issued by the business license inspector is prominently displayed within the vehicle.  

(b)   Compliance with provisions of certificate.  All horse-drawn vehicles for hire must be operated in strict compliance with the provisions of the certificate of public convenience and necessity pursuant to which the license was issued.  

(c)   Compliance with traffic regulations.  All traffic regulations of the city or the state must be strictly complied with.  

(d)   Sanitation requirements.  All operators of horse-drawn vehicles for hire shall comply with the following sanitation requirements:  

(1)   All horses, mules and other animals shall be equipped with adequate devices to prevent manure and other excrement from falling upon the streets of the city. Any excrement which falls upon the streets of the city shall be removed at the expense of the licensee.

(2)   All animal waste for disposal shall be promptly transported to sites or facilities legally empowered to accept it for treatment or disposal.

(3)   A licensee shall further comply with all applicable health and sanitation requirements of the state and all rules and regulations promulgated by the state.

(e)   Inspections.  Each horse-drawn vehicle for hire shall be kept in a safe and sanitary condition at all times. The city shall have the right to inspect or cause to be inspected any horse-drawn vehicle as often as may be necessary for the purpose of ascertaining and causing to be corrected any unsafe or unsanitary conditions or any violations of this article or any other rule, regulation, ordinance or law relating to the operation of such horse-drawn vehicles.  

(f)   Identification on vehicles; other signs on vehicles.  All horse-drawn vehicles used by a licensee shall have conspicuously displayed on the exterior of the vehicle the name of the licensee or the trade name under which the vehicle is operated. No signs other than those required by this article shall be allowed on any horse-drawn vehicle.  

(Code 1979, § 8-6005)

Secs. 24-176--24-200.  Reserved.

