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The City of Columbia Youth Commission is a program for local high school students to provide leadership and improve services for youth in the City of Columbia. The Youth Commission extends a warm welcome to high school students between the ages of 14 to18 to become actively involved in their community.
Purpose: To encourage youth involvement in the community, enhance leadership skills, and voice policy ideas and concerns of our City’s youth.
Mission: Our mission is to provide civic participation and involvement in the community while promoting positive activities and opportunities for youth in Columbia.
A Few of the Components
· Policymaking – It is vital that our youth be involved in their government. To create that avenue, the City of Columbia Youth Commission will meet with the Mayor, City Council, and key city staff to discuss how various issues affect the youth.
· Community Service – The importance of helping out in the community cannot be overstated. Youth Commission members will develop community service projects tackling major issues that trouble our city.
· The City of Columbia Youth Commission will conduct a Thanksgiving food drive by collecting canned goods and perishable items for Harvest Hope Food Bank and the Oliver Gospel Mission
· The City of Columbia Youth Commission will also assist the City’s senior citizens by working with Home Works to repair and renovate dilapidated homes throughout Columbia. 

· The Jefferson Awards Youth Service Challenge - The Carnegie Endowment and the Kennedy School of Government at Harvard, among many others, are concerned that America's tradition of civic engagement is eroding. They see a startling decline in the number of citizens joining hands to address community needs.
· Youth Scholar Fundraiser – This program creates activities to raise money for those students who participate in the MYC to attend college. Some of these activities may include: basketball tournaments, a Valentine’s Day party, a percentage night at Which Wich® restaurants, raffle ticket sales, game night, etc.
Membership: 
· All participants must fill out an application and must be nominated through a letter of recommendation. http://www.columbiasc.net/youthcommission
· Two students from each high school will be selected.

· Student must attend a high school located in the Greater Columbia area.  
How to Apply

The attached application, along with a resume should be completed and mailed, emailed, or faxed to:

City of Columbia

Attn: Youth Commission
1737 Main Street

Columbia, South Carolina 29201

Fax to (803) 733-8633

spjohnson@columbiasc.net

*In an effort to conserve paper, if you are able, please email the completed application.

* A Letter of Recommendation, from a nominating party, is required for consideration.

Should you have any questions regarding the Youth Commission program or application, please contact Sam Johnson, Intern Coordinator, at (803) 545-3075. 

Applications will be accepted until December 19th.
   

 Youth Commission Application

Please type or print in blue or black ink

Commission Information 

Full Name:      



     

     


(Last)


          (First)

                 (Middle)

Preferred:      
Projected start and end dates       
      (m/d/yr)

Do you currently have any obligations that would interfere with your responsibilities as a member of the Youth Commission?:
If yes, please explain:      
Personal Information

Permanent Address:      
Mailing Address:      
Phone Numbers: 
Home: xxx-xxx-xxxx 




School: xxx-xxx-xxxxx



Cell: xxx-xxx-xxxx
Email Address:      
Emergency Contact:      
Relationship to you:      
Are you a registered voter? Yes  FORMCHECKBOX 

No  FORMCHECKBOX 

Prior Political/Government/Campaign Service:      
Have you applied to a City of Columbia Youth Commission before?

Yes  FORMCHECKBOX 

No  FORMCHECKBOX 

If yes, when:      
Educational Information

High School Attending:      
GPA:      
Current Year:      
Expected Date of Graduation:      
Extracurricular Activities/Community Involvement:      
Honors/Awards/etc:      
Special Interests:      
Computer Skills:      
Career Plans:      
Security Questions 

Have you ever had any disciplinary or administrative actions taken against you by your school, either past or current? 
Yes  FORMCHECKBOX 

 No  FORMCHECKBOX 

Have you ever had any disciplinary actions taken against you by an employer, either past or current? 
Yes  FORMCHECKBOX 

 No  FORMCHECKBOX 

Have you ever been convicted of, or are you now under charges, for a misdemeanor or criminal offense, including DUI/DWI? (When answering this question, you may omit (a) traffic fines, (b) any offense committed before your 18th birthday which was adjudicated in juvenile court or under a youth offender law, and (c) any conviction the record of which has been expunged under federal or state law.  Being convicted of or charged with a misdemeanor or felony will not necessarily disqualify an applicant.) 

Yes  FORMCHECKBOX 

 No  FORMCHECKBOX 

Have you ever used, possessed, supplied, manufactured, or sold any illegal drugs or controlled substances? 
Yes  FORMCHECKBOX 

 No  FORMCHECKBOX 

If you answered “yes” to any of these questions, please provide a detailed explanation of each offense, including dates, on a separate page. 
Resume

Please attach a resume and three references.

Certification

I certify that the information provided above is complete and accurate to the best of my knowledge. I understand that giving a false answer to any question, or withholding or omitting any information requested, may be grounds for the denial of this application and/or dismissal from the Youth Commission program.

     






     
Signature






Date
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