CDBG-R Submission Template

& Checklist

The American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009 ("Recovery Act") was signed into law by President Obama on February 17, 2009. The Recovery Act awards $1 billion in CDBG Recovery (CDBG-R) funds to be distributed to cities, counties, insular areas and states, of which $10 million has been reserved by HUD for its administrative costs and $10 million of which will be awarded to Indian tribes.  Recipients of the remaining $980 million of CDBG-R funds will be the approximately 1,200 jurisdictions that received CDBG funding in Fiscal Year 2008.  This template sets forth the suggested format for grantees receiving funds from CDBG-R.  A complete submission contains the information requested below, including:

(1) The CDBG-R Substantial Amendment (template attached below) 

(2) Spreadsheet for Reporting Proposed CDBG-R Activities (see http://www.hud.gov/recovery)

(3) Signed and Dated Certifications (see http://www.hud.gov/recovery)

            (4) Signed and Dated SF-424.

Grantees should also attach a completed CDBG-R Substantial Amendment Checklist to ensure completeness and efficiency of review (attached below).  
The CDBG-R Substantial Amendment
	Jurisdiction(s): City of Columbia
Jurisdiction Web Address:  http://www.columbiasc.net/communitydevelopment   


	CDBG-R Contact Person:  Tony Lawton 

Address: 1136 Washington Street
             

Telephone:
803.545.3373             

Fax:                  803.988.8014            

Email:               walawton@columbiasc.net            

	
	


The City of Columbia was allocated $342,783 in Community Development Block Grant Recovery (CDBG-R) program funds under Title XII of Division A of the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA) of 2009. The purpose of the CDBG-R program is to carry out eligible activities under the CDBG program, on an expedited basis, that will maximize job creation and economic benefit. The City will utilize the $342,783 in CDBG-R funds for public infrastructure improvements. The project will consist of restore approximately 900 liner feet of degraded stream channel. In addition, it is recommending that COC “day-light” an additional 940 liner feet of piped channel. The project is consistent with the City of Columbia’s Five Year Consolidated Plan (2005-2010), which identifies public infrastructure improvements as projects for undertaking. 

Ensuring Responsible Spending of Recovery Act Funds
Funding available under the Recovery Act has clear purposes – to stimulate the economy through measures that modernize the Nation’s infrastructure, improve energy efficiency, and expand educational opportunities and access to health care. HUD strongly urges grantees to use CDBG-R funds for hard development costs associated with infrastructure activities that provide basic services to residents or activities that promote energy efficiency and conservation through rehabilitation or retrofitting of existing buildings.  While the full range of CDBG activities is available to grantees, the Department strongly suggests that grantees incorporate consideration of the public perception of the intent of the Recovery Act in identifying and selecting projects for CDBG-R funding.
A.  Spreadsheet for Reporting Proposed CDBG-R Activities
Grantees must provide information concerning CDBG-R assisted activities in an electronic spreadsheet provided by HUD.  The information that must be reported in the spreadsheet includes activity name, activity description, CDBG-R dollar amount budgeted, eligibility category, national objective citation, additional Recovery Act funds for the activity received from other programs, and total activity budget.  An electronic copy of the spreadsheet and the format is available on HUD’s recovery website at http://www.hud.gov/recovery.  

B.  CDBG-R Information by Activity (Complete for each activity)
(1) Activity Name:
M. L. King Park/ Rocky Branch Environmental & Drainage Restoration infrastructure project.
(2) Activity Narrative:  

M. L. King Park/ Rocky Branch Environmental & Drainage Restoration infrastructure project to restore approximately 900 liner feet of degraded stream channel. In addition, it is recommending that COC “day-light” an additional 940 liner feet of piped channel. The public works project is located at M.L. King Park and will benefit one of the city’s lowest income neighborhoods that are included in the CDBG M.L. King target area.  This project is currently in progress and has been environmentally cleared.  A total of $468,468 of CDBG funding has been allocated to this project from a prior fiscal year.  

The parking lot of the M.L. King Park is sinking in areas due to improper drainage.  Residents are limited as to where they can park their cars and walk in the parking lot.  This project will allow for the correction of the drainage problem and the creation of a stream.  This stream will enhance the aesthetics of the park.
(3) Jobs Created:
The job creation for this project will consist of 25-30 construction jobs.  It is estimated that there will be 2-3  crews of  4-5 working on the channel work. There will be additional 1 or 2 attending to the by-pass pump work. There will be sub-contractors involved in the landscaping work and fence construction. These crews would be used on a limited basis. There will be some trucking for hauling of rip-rap and landscaping materials as well as for the disposal of the removed storm drain pipe.

(4) Additional Activity Information: (A description of how the activity will promote energy conservation, smart growth, green building technologies, or reduced pollution emissions, if applicable.)
This project is categorized as a stream restoration project and is considered green solution since we are a portion of the urban stream which had been piped is being opened, adding sinuosity and natural vegetation and returning the water course to a more natural appearance and function. The landscaped buffers adjacent to the stream are intended to enhance the quality of the storm water.

(5) Responsible Organization: (Contact information for the organization that will implement the CDBG-R activity, including its name, location, and administrator contact information)
William “Tony” Lawton, Community Development Director

1136 Washington Street

Columbia, SC 29217

803.545.3373
C.  Public Comment 

Provide a summary of public comments received to the proposed CDBG-R Substantial Amendment.

Note:  A Proposed CDBG-R Substantial Amendment must be published via the usual methods and posted on the jurisdiction’s website for no less than 7 calendar days for public comment.
Response:

The public notice of the substantial amendment to the Consolidated Plan 2008 Action and the opportunity for public comment was posted May 28, 2009 on the City of Columbia’s website on the Community Development Department’s webpage. The notice was also posted in the following City facilities

· Washington Square
1136 Washington Street, Columbia, SC 29217
· 1225 Lady Street, Columbia, SC 29201
Copies of the substantial amendment will be available for review at the following locations: 
· Washington Square
1137 Washington Street, Columbia, SC 29217
· 1225 Lady Street, Columbia, SC 29201
and online at: 
www.columbiasc.net/communitydevelopment
Written comments will be accepted for the substantial amendment to the Consolidated Plan 2008 Action Plan through June 4, 2009. Comments should be emailed to Tony Lawton, Community Development Director, at walawton@columbiasc.net or mailed to 1136 Washington Street, PO Box 147, Columbia, SC 29217.
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