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UNIVERSITY HILL NEIGHBORHOOD MEETING

EXECUTIVE COUNCIL

Inn @ USC, Third Floor

Columbia, South Carolina

August 8, 2011

MINUTES

Attendance:  Marc Manos, President; Kathryn Fenner, Vice President; Tom Gottshall, Secretary; Dan Leonardi, Treasurer; Ward Briggs, Charlie Hiott, Rick Ackerman, Peggy McMaster

Guests:  Officer Jenkins, Sgt. Wesley

Call to Order  President Marc Manos called the meeting to order at 6:05 p.m.  

Minutes:  The minutes of the July 18, 2011 meeting, as amended, were adopted by motion, second and vote.

Public Safety  Officer Jenkins reported a burglary at an apartment at Christopher Towers and an additional break-in at 1900 College Street, where a canvas-topped vehicle was unzipped.  The incident occurred between midnight and 1:30 a.m.  Officer Jenkins also noted that the curfew is in full force for the Five Points area.  Sgt. Wesley gave some additional detail on the curfew, including stopping of underage persons for probable cause (their age), with SOP being to call parents and find out the child’s status.  Sgt. Wesley also mentioned the Welcome Back program for new students at USC for the purpose of getting them with the program.

New Council Member:  Marc Manos introduced Rick Ackerman, who resides at Gibbes Green. He will fill out the unexpired term of Todd Herman.  Mr. Herman left the neighborhood to take a position in Arkansas.

Treasurer’s Report:  Treasurer Dan Leonardi reported a balance of $917.71 in the treasury.

Communications:  Ward Briggs reported that he got through to the City website designers and placed on their web page such things as council meeting agendas and minutes from 2008 to the present, the USC Cooperative Agreement, neighborhood design guidelines and the contact information for the council members of our neighborhood.  We will be adding the Neighborhood Association bylaws for listing as well.

Zoning:  Tom Gottshall reported that the South Carolina Educational Foundation will be moving from Osborne Hall and is in preliminary discussion with the School Boards Association for the possible purchase of their building at Senate and Gregg Streets.  Inquiry has been made by the Foundation of our council whether the Neighborhood might be able to come to terms with the Foundation concerning the purchase of the Association building, notwithstanding the existent Cooperative Agreement.  As the use of the Education Foundation might be quite similar to that of the School Board Association (an office used during the day), the Council agreed, to the idea of working out terms for this use by means of a negotiated memorandum explaining why under the circumstances the use was appropriate and restating as well the cooperative agreement, and other appropriate terms.  MOTION:  That a committee of the Neighborhood Council, composed of Marc Manos, Tom Gottshall and Dan Leonardi, be directed to enter into discussions with the University of South Carolina Educational Foundation, when appropriate, for the purpose of seeking to accommodate the request of the USC Educational Foundation to occupy the School Boards building upon appropriate terms. (Gottshall, Hiott)  Approved unanimously.

President’s Report/Comments:  Marc Manos asked whether new council member Rick Ackerman would assume responsibility of the public safety portfolio, being in touch with appropriate persons as necessary.  Mr. Ackerman agreed.  Mr. Manos reported that Raj Aluri purchased 1719/1721 Pendleton Street.  Manos further reported that he had had no response yet from David Hatcher concerning the removal of the inappropriate curb cut in front of the Bowden property in the 1700 block of Pendleton Street.  He further reported that John Spade has ceased issuing tenant parking passes on a first-come-first-served basis as the maximum number has been reached.  There was also a discussion concerning the extension of the parking ordinance to 24/7 as a public safety measure and also limiting tenant guest passes.

Marc Manos further reported that it is unlikely that the proposed liquor store on Harden Street will go forward and that Rose Hall has been sold to the parent of college students.  Lastly, Mr. Manos reported that the Amicus Brief supporting the city ordinance limiting to three the number of unrelated persons in a dwelling unit would be filed this week in the Supreme Court in the case of McMaster v. Board of Zoning Appeals.

October Membership Meeting:  Marc Manos asked Kathryn Fenner to be the chair of the nominating committee.  Kathryn Fenner asked council members up for election to please let her know whether they will seek re-election.  With respect to the upcoming general membership meeting, it was moved by Ward Briggs and seconded by Kathryn Fenner that $450 be allocated for purposes of sending out communication notices, and the cost of refreshments, etc. for the membership meeting.

It was agreed that Marc Manos would invite Mayor Steve Benjamin and John David Spade to the October Membership Meeting for comments.

The meeting was adjourned at 7:15 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Thomas R. Gottshall, Secretary
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