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Park information

Physical Address: 1351 Jim Hamilton Boulevard
Mailing Address: 1932 Calhoun Street, Columbia SC 29201
Phone Number: 803.545.3100
Park Hours: 

Open Daily
January – December
Sunrise - Sunset 

Owens Field Skatepark Planning, Approval and Construction

What was previously located on the property? 

The location of the new skatepark was previously an open field. The old skatepark was demolished to make way for a track and field facility for Dreher High School. 

Owens Field Skate Park Planning and Approval – Key Steps


April 2007: Demolition of old skatepark at Owens Field 
June 2008: Columbia City Council approved allocating $500,000 from the city’s hospitality 

tax revenue for construction of the new skatepark
When did construction begin?

Phase 1 began in June 2009 with the clearing and grading of the land by Parks and Recreation for an estimated labor cost savings of $8,000.
Phase 2 began in August 2009 with construction of the 15,000 square foot state-of-the-art concrete skatepark facility.  

What was the cost of construction?

The cost of the construction for the skate park totaled $450,185 with an additional $43,000 in design services and $5,000 in other soft costs to include bid, advertising, bid documents, and civil site work. 
How was the construction funded? 

Construction was funded in part by the City of Columbia hospitality tax. 

Who was involved in the design and construction of the Owens Field Skatepark?  

City staff worked with a coalition of stakeholders and interested citizens to harness the positive energy of skateboarders and neighbors to build a new and improved skatepark. 

Fact Sheet Page 1 of 3
[image: image3.png]



How did the park come to be named Owens Field?  

Owens Field was the main municipal airport serving Columbia prior to World War II. It was originally named after Columbia Mayor L. B. Owens, who was one of the most ardent supporters of a municipal airport. On April 24, 1930, the new municipal airport was dedicated with a celebration and air show for more than 15,000 people.  In 2009, the airport was renamed the Jim Hamilton L.B. Owens Airport in honor of long time airport manager Jim Hamilton, who ushered the airport into the modern day era. 

Owens Field remained the commercial airport for Columbia until airline service was relocated to the larger Columbia Metropolitan Airport in 1947. Since then, the Jim Hamilton L.B. Owens Downtown Airport has served the general aviation community of Columbia and the midlands.

To keep up with the growing demand for soccer fields, the City of Columbia entered into an agreement with the YMCA and Richland County to develop and manage the site of the former Columbia Municipal Airport, now Owens Field Park. This 68 acre site has been renovated into a regional park with nine soccer fields used extensively by the City/YMCA Youth Soccer Leagues.

In the planning process for the new park, community input was considered and several features were added. The site has youth baseball fields, a roller hockey rink, inline skating area, restrooms and nature walking trails. The re-opening of Owens Field Park in September of 1999 was surrounded by all kinds of soccer and baseball games as well as a variety of skating activities. The park, which is across from the Jim Hamilton L.B. Owens Downtown Airport, is used for statewide soccer events and draws skaters from a three state region. 

The Ben Arnold Recreation Center is right around the corner from Owens Field behind Memorial Stadium, which neighbors Rosewood Park.

Owens Field Skatepark History

Plans for the first skatepark were started in 1996 along with plans for the development of Owens Field. City staff held formal meetings in the spring of 1997 to get input from the skating community with two separate Saturday meetings scheduled for the convenience of the skating community. The initial plan called for approximately a tennis-court-sized complex that included prefabricated and on-site fabricated attractions. Modular wooden pieces were added around 2002. The initial skateboard park was controlled through a paid membership program that lasted for the first few years. In 2005, discussions were held about developing a new and more intricate skateboarding facility precipitated by the development of Richland District One’s new track facility. The old skatepark was demolished in 2007. In June 2008, Columbia City Council approved allocating $500,000 from the city’s hospitality tax revenue for construction of a new skatepark. 

Owens Field Park Amenities

What is the acreage of the park? 

The park consists of 62 acres; similar in size to South East Park.  
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What are the park amenities? 

· Soccer/Rugby Fields

· T-ball Fields

· Nature/Walking Trails

· Disc Golf 

· Concession building with restrooms and water fountains

Are accommodations made for handicapped individuals? 

Restrooms and parking are handicapped accessible. 

Facility Rental Information

Which of the park amenities will be available for rent by groups? 

The ball fields are available for rental. Reservations cannot be taken over the phone. All reservations must be made in person. You may, however, call 803.545.3100 to see if a facility is available on the date you wish to rent. 
  

What is the procedure for renting the facilities? 

Interested individuals should come to the Parks and Recreation Administration Office, 1932 Calhoun Street during office hours to sign a rental agreement and a deposit. Persons must be 21 years of age or older to rent a facility; all reservations require adult (21 or older) supervision.  

Rules, Security, Staff 

What are the park rules?

· See attached City Code of Ordinances Sec. 15-1. Prohibited acts in parks. 

· No alcoholic beverages, illegal drugs, weapons or firearms of any kind. 

· Owners are responsible for their pets and the cleanup and disposal of any waste. 

· The City is not responsible for accidents or injuries incurred while using the skatepark or its facilities. 

What staff will be located at the skate park? 

Maintenance crews are assigned daily to the park; Park Rangers are responsible for periodic patrols of the area. 
Although crews inspect Columbia’s park sites on a regular basis, damage or vandalism may occur between crew visits. If you notice broken playground equipment, unsafe conditions or vandalism, please contact us at 803.545.3090.

Sponsorship

If a business, organization, individual or family is interested in sponsorship opportunities, how do they find out more information? 

Information about sponsorships opportunities is available by calling the Parks and Recreation administration Office, 803.545.3100.  

Why does the City of Columbia Parks and Recreation offer sponsorship opportunities? 

Sponsorship of facilities and activities is needed to help off-set the cost of operation and maintenance of facilities, events, and activities at the level that the public expects. 

How will sponsors be recognized? 

Names of sponsors will be included in printed and promotional materials in a tasteful and consistent manner. 
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