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BOARD OF ZONING APPEALS 
CASE SUMMARY FOR 

APPLICATION FOR SPECIAL EXCEPTION 
 

7451 Garners Ferry Road 
 

January 13, 2015 at 10:00 A.M. 
City Council Chambers, 1737 Main Street, 3rd Floor 

Columbia, South Carolina 
 

 
Case Number: 15-003-SE 

Subject Property: 7451 Garners Ferry Road (TMS# 16312-01-09 and 16312-01-08) 

Zoning District: C-3 (General Commercial district) 

Applicant: Zulema Longoria, Amerco Real Estate Company/U-Haul International Company 

Property Owner: Stern & Stern Garners Ferry Properties Inc. 

Council District: 3 

Summary Prepared: 23 December 2014 
 
 
Requested Action:  Special Exception to establish a miniwarehouse  
Applicable Sections 
of Zoning Ordinance: §17-258 Miniwarehouses (SIC 4227) permitted by Special Exception within the 

C-3 districts. 
 §17-112 Standard criteria for special exceptions. 
 §17-260(b) Required standards for miniwarehousing. 
  
Case History:  None. 
 
Staff Comments:   This application for Special Exception is to allow the redevelopment of the vacant 

former Piggly Wiggly grocery store and adjacent vacant lot into a miniwarehousing 
facility.  The vacant grocery store would be a combination of warehousing and 
miniwarehousing, while four smaller storage buildings and a rental display area would be 
located in front as seen on the submitted site plan. 

 
 The property is surrounded by properties zoned C-3; to the north and north-west is Uncle 

Bob’s self-storage, to the east is Lowes and commercial outparcels, to the south is a 
bank, gas station, and hotel, and to the west is a multifamily development on C-3 zoned 
property.  

 
 Miniwarehouses are subject to the conditions listed within §17-260, which are copied 

below for convenience.  Specifically, the applicant will need to modify the plans 
submitted with this application to address the following items: 

(1) Mark a 10-foot wide travel lane within the driveways adjacent to storage 
buildings B, C, D, and E, and: either increase the width of the driveways to 
meet the requirements of §17-260(b)(5)b., or mark them for one-way travel; 

(2) Provide a 6’ fence or wall around the open perimeter of the project. 
 

Should the board be inclined to approve this request, the applicant will be required to 
comply with all development regulations, including but not limited to the landscape 
ordinance, building codes, etc. 
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 §17-260(b) Miniwarehousing (SIC 4227). Miniwarehouses are allowed subject to the 

following provisions: 
(1) Buffer yard. Where the lot is adjacent to a residential zoning district, a buffer 

yard shall be provided on the property line adjacent to the residential zoning 
district in accordance with section 17-313 and Table 3. 

(2) Fencing or walls. Fencing or walls shall be required around the open perimeter 
of the project. The fence or wall shall be a minimum of six feet in height. 
Where the lot is adjacent to a residential zoning district, the fence or wall shall 
be constructed of materials approved by the board of zoning appeals. 

(3) Setback. Any side of the building providing doorways to storage areas shall be 
set back from the property line not less than 25 feet (in addition to that setback 
required in subsection (b)(1) of this section, if applicable). 

(4) Parking requirements. Off-street parking shall be required as follows: 
a. One space for each ten storage cubicles. This parking requirement can 

be accomplished with the parking lanes as set forth in subsection 
(b)(5) of this section; 

b. Two spaces for the manager's quarters; and 
c. One space for every 50 storage cubicles, to be located at the project 

office for use of prospective clients. 
(5) Driveway widths. On-site driveway widths shall be required as follows: 

a. All one-way driveways shall provide for one ten-foot parking lane and 
one 15-foot travel lane. Traffic direction and parking shall be 
designated by signing or painting. 

b. All two-way driveways shall provide for one ten-foot parking lane and 
two 12-foot travel lanes. 

c. The parking lanes may be eliminated when the driveway does not 
serve storage cubicles. 

(6) Prohibited uses. Retail or wholesale uses and storage of hazardous materials 
shall be prohibited in miniwarehouses, and notice of such prohibition shall be 
given to customers by a conspicuous sign posted at the entrance of the 
property, or by provisions in the lease agreement, or both. 

(7) Storage of vehicles, boats, etc. Any outdoor storage area for vehicles, trailers, 
campers, boats or the like shall be separate from any structures and located to 
one side of or to the rear of the development. In no case shall these spaces be 
construed to meet the parking requirements of this subsection. 

(8) Lighting. All lights shall be shielded to direct light onto the uses established 
and away from adjacent property, but lighting may be of sufficient intensity to 
discourage vandalism and theft. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
  
 
 
  

 
 

      
Persons expressing support or concern about this application submitted the documents outlined below to staff.  
All documents are attached hereto and made a part of the record of the public hearing. 
         
None. 
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