
 
PLANNING COMMISSION 

TEXT AMENDMENT CASE SUMMARY 
 
 

AMEND §17-55 TO CHANGE THE DEFINITON OF PUBLIC DORMITORY TO 
PERMIT COOKING/EATING WITHIN EACH UNIT 

 
 

November 2, 2015 
City Council Chambers, 3rd Floor, 5:15PM 

1737 Main Street, Columbia, SC 29201 
 

 
Proposal: 

 
Amend §17-55 – to change the definition of Public Dormitory to permit cooking/eating 
within each unit. 

Applicant: K. Brian Cook, Zoning Administrator 

Pertinent Sections:  Chapter 17, Article III, Division 1, Amend §17-55 – Definitions (Public Dormitory) 

Staff Recommendation: Approve 
 
Detail: The text amendment would allow academic institutions the option to have kitchens 

within individual units of a public dormitory, thus providing the residents a higher 
level of self-sufficiency.  All building and fire codes would be considered and 
applicable.  
 
Current 
Dormitory, public means a building or part of a building operated by an academic 
institution containing rooms forming one or more habitable units which are used or 
intended to be used by residents of the institution for living and sleeping, but not for 
cooking or eating purposes.  
 
Proposed 
Dormitory, public means a building or part of a building operated by an academic 
institution containing rooms forming one or more habitable units which are used or 
intended to be used by residents of the institution for living, sleeping, cooking, and/or 
eating purposes. 
 

Pending Issues:                                                            None. 
 

Staff Contact: K. Brian Cook, Zoning Administrator 
 
   

 
PAGE 1 OF 1 



 
 

Sec. 17-55. - Definitions.  

Dormitory, public means a building or part of a building operated by an academic institution 
containing rooms forming one or more habitable units which are used or intended to be used by residents 
of the institution for living, and sleeping, cooking, and/or eating purposes. but not for cooking or eating 
purposes.  

(Code 1979, § 6-3012; Ord. No. 96-25, 11-6-96; Ord. No. 2002-050, § 1, 6-5-02; Ord. No. 2006-
004, 1-18-06; Ord. No. 2007-015, 6-6-07; Ord. No. 2008-004, 1-23-08; 2008-049, 11-5-08; Ord. 
No. 2009-023, 4-1-09; Ord. No. 2010-119, 8-2-11; Ord. No. 2011-083, 12-13-11; Ord. No. 2011-
082, 1-17-12; Ord. No. 2012-020, 4-10-12)  

Cross reference— Definitions generally, § 1-2.  
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