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Columbia Green to Plant Liberty American Elm Tree to Commemorate Doolittle Raiders  

Columbia Green is pleased to announce the planting ceremony of a Liberty American Elm Tree commemorating the Doolittle Raiders at Owens Field Recreation Park on Saturday March 6th at 9:30 am.  The public is invited to participate in the ceremony.  Following the ceremony there will be the City of Columbia Skate Park opening ceremony at 10 am.

“The Liberty Elm was the perfect tree to honor the Doolittle Raiders.  It is fitting that this should be the first tree planted in 2010 as part of Columbia Green’s Tree Initiative, and Owens Field is a fitting location as this was the training site of the Doolittle Raiders,” commented Ann Holtschlag, President of Columbia Green.  “Our intention is to invest $25,000 in canopy trees over five years in honor of the twenty-fifth birthday of Columbia Green.  Trees not only beautify our city but sustain our environment, both of which contribute to economic development.”   

About Columbia Green 

Columbia Green is a non-profit organization that stimulates and promotes the beautification and conservation of the Columbia area of South Carolina.  By promoting landscaping, gardening, horticulture, education and conservation, Columbia Green furthers neighborhood revitalization and the quality of life in the Midlands.  The organization is funded by memberships, donations and an annual garden tour. 

About the American Elm

The tree that is being planted is an American Liberty Elm which is being shipped from the Elm Research Institute located in New Hampshire.  The American Elm once stood as a graceful sentinel on almost every street and square across our nation.  It became the victim of Dutch Elm Disease (DED).
Discovered in the Ohio River Valley, 1932 DED became know as the "cancer" of the tree world. It destroyed over 100 million elms, many of them dating from the 1700s. Efforts were wasted in frantic "cut and burn" campaigns. With no programs to save the American Elm, it was up to private citizens to prevent this great tree from becoming instinct.  Recent research has developed both a preventative injection and introduced the disease resistant American Liberty Elm.
About the Doolittle Raiders 

The Doolittle Raiders, led by then famous aviator Lt. Col. James Doolittle, were formed in Columbia in the early dark days following the attack on Pearl Harbor on December 7, 1941.  The Doolittle Raiders’ air assault on April 18, 1942, against targets in Japan is credited with boosting American morale and turning the tide against the advancing Japanese invaders.  It demonstrated that Japan was vulnerable to air attack and provided an expedient means for U.S. retaliation for Japan's attach on Pearl Harbor.
The Doolittle Raiders have held an annual reunion almost every year since the late 1940s. As of 2010, eight Raiders are still alive and four attended the 67th anniversary in 2009 in Columbia South Carolina “Where Victory began”.  

For more information, contact Marion Kelly, Columbia Green, at 803.349.4477 or mrk815@aol.com.
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