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For Immediate Release
March 30, 2010

Contact: Public Relations, Marketing and Media Department @ 803.545.3020

City of Columbia Launches New Incentive Program 

Designed to Stimulate Green Building Construction

The City of Columbia today announced a new Green Building Incentive Program, funded by the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009, which provides both financial and other incentives to those who construct buildings to green building program standards.
With the new program, one of the first like it in the Southeast, the amount of the incentive will vary with the cost of the project and the level of green certification.  Financial incentives will equal 30 to 60 percent of various City permit and tap fees and will be limited; funds will not be paid out until the project is completed and certified.  The City will also offer non-financial incentives, such as complimentary plan reviews, expedited permitting and project recognition.
To be eligible for Green Building Incentive Program, the project must be within the City of Columbia.  It cannot be a government project, nor otherwise be required by law to meet green building standards.  Projects must be completed and third party verified before December, 2012. Commercial projects must be built to LEED certification; one or two-family projects must achieve certification from one of five national residential green building program standards.
The City dedicated $100,000 from their EECBG (Energy Efficiency and Conservation Block Grant) allocation to fund the Green Building Incentive Program.  Since current funding is limited and projects may have different completion dates, requests for funding are on a first submitted, first served basis.  The City will issue payment for projects completed successfully to the extent funds are available.

The new Green Building Incentive Program is the latest in a series of sustainability initiatives that the City has implemented, including the City’s Climate Protection Action Committee, the annual Green is Good for Business Conference, a citywide energy audit and subsequent lighting upgrade, and Green Business and Congregations membership programs.
For more information on the Green Building Incentive Program, interested parties should contact Robert Harkins at the City’s Planning and Development Department, rlharkins@columbiasc.net, (803) 545-3427 or download an information package from www.coccpac.com.
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