[image: image1.png]Booker T. WasHINGTON
Hicu ScuooL





FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE               




March 15, 2010 


Contact: Karen V. Starks 








           803-530-9568    

WOMEN’S HISTORY MONTH EVENT

MONTEITH SCHOOL TO RECEIVE HISTORIC MARKER
Unveiling Ceremony Scheduled Wednesday, March 24 10:00 –11:00 A.M.

6808 North Main Street, Columbia, SC

(COLUMBIA, SC)--The Booker T. Washington High School Foundation, Historic Columbia, and the Eau Claire Community Council will unveil an historic marker for the former Monteith School (c.1880-1947) at 6808 N. Main Street on March 24, 2010. The ceremony will be held from 10:00 – 10:30 A.M., followed by information tours and refreshments until 11:30 A.M. The unveiling of the historic marker will commemorate one of the oldest black public schools in Columbia.  

Additionally, the school has connections to three generations of African-American women pioneers in the areas of education, health care reform, and community activism. Rachael Monteith—for whom the school was named in 1932—taught at the School for 28 years, and served as the principal from 1936 to 1942. She was the mother of prominent civil rights activist, Modjeska Monteith Simkins, and another daughter, R. Rebecca Monteith. Rebecca Monteith also taught six (6) years at the school, and served as the school’s principal from 1942-1947. In 1944, she filed suit for equalization of teacher salaries in Columbia, and was represented by Attorney Thurgood Marshall. 

Special guests on hand for the unveiling ceremony will include former Monteith School students and Dr. Henrie Monteith Treadwell, daughter of Rebecca Monteith. In 1963, Treadwell became one of the first three African American students to attend the University of South Carolina since Reconstruction. Treadwell currently serves as Director of Community Voices: Healthcare for the Underserved and Research Professor of the Department of Community Health and Preventative Medicine at Morehouse School of Medicine, in Atlanta. 

The Booker T. Washington High School Foundation purchased the school in 2003, and major renovation of the facility was completed in 2008. The Foundation has plans to locate its headquarters at the school, and to establish the Booker T. Washington–Monteith Cultural Center as a learning center in the fall of 2010. 

Partners in the restoration and preservation effort include the Eau Claire Community Council, The City of Columbia, The Eau Claire Development Corporation, Richland County Conservation Commission, Historic Columbia, Richland School District One, the South Carolina State Museum and several faculty from the University of South Carolina. The Richland County Conservation Commission has also designated the site as a Richland County Landmark. 

Reservations are requested for the ceremony. Please call Historic Columbia at 252-7742, ext. 29 or e-mail reservations@historiccolumbia.org by March 19.  
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