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THE CITY OF COLUMBIA'S

 "TRASH THE GREASE"

 CAMPAIGN
The City of Columbia spends millions of dollars every year unplugging or replacing grease-blocked pipes, repairing pump stations, and cleaning up costly and illegal wastewater spills. It hopes its customers will join in the battle to "Trash the Grease". 
Fats, Oils, and Grease (FOG) come from cooking oil, bacon grease, meat fats, food scraps, shortening, lard, butter and margarine, gravy, and food products such as mayonnaise, salad dressings, and sour cream. These types of FOG are the main cause for sanitary sewer overflows. Sewer overflows and backups caused by FOG can create public health hazards, cause damage to homes and the environment, and even cause wastewater rates to increase. The City of Columbia has developed a FOG Control Program to prevent the discharge of fats, oils and grease into the sanitary sewer system.
Just a few simple actions can prevent FOG buildup in the sewer system.
1. DO NOT pour grease products down sink drains or toilets. Pour liquid oils and grease into used cans, jars, or other heat resistant containers that can be disposed as solid waste. When the container is full of grease, let it solidify in the freezer or at room temperature and place it in your garbage can.

2. Scrape fats, grease and food scraps from plates and cooking utensils and put them directly in your garbage can.

3. Use basket strainers in sinks to catch food particles and empty them into the trash.
Remember, garbage disposals are not effective for disposing FOG. Food scraps actually add to the problem by adhering to the grease in the pipes. Keeping FOG out of the sewer system helps everyone in the community.

