






           C= Complete                                                                                                                                                                                         









O= Ongoing

Crime ~ Safety ~ Security Weekly Report (11.07.08)   
	Date
	Department
	Description
	Issue/Resolution
	C
	O

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Police
	
	
	
	

	11/05/08
	
	Since October 25th the following initiatives have been implemented in the MLK Neighborhood.

	11/06/08:  Their schedules are staggered so that one of them is working each weekend in the neighborhood.   Officers Bowman and Edwards are assigned to the MLK, Lyon and Waverly Street areas.  These officers are currently serving as RPO's.
From October 25 to October 30, officers from CRT have been on directed patrol in the MLK neighborhood.
	
	O

	
	
	Street sweeps were conducted on October 30, 31 and November 1 of last week.  These sweep resulted in two arrests and five charges.
	The charges were: 

Poss. Of Crack Cocaine, PWID Crack, PWID Prox., Simple Assault, & Failure to Stop.
	C 
	

	
	
	Both CRT and line units have been saturating the MLK neighborhood from November 2 through November 5 with the following results:
	Six arrests have been made of the last three days resulting in seven charges.  Disorderly Conduct, Possession of Crack, Possession in prox., Pedestrian unlawfully in roadway, and 3 charges for Drunkenness.
	C 
	

	
	
	Since October 25th, South Region CRT has spent 369 man hours in the MLK neighborhood.
	In this time frame a total of 13 arrests have been made, 4 Bench Warrants served, and 10 Field Interviews conducted.
	C 
	

	
	
	The number of Field Interviews was 36.
	This initiative is ongoing.
	
	O

	11/06/08
	
	Bethel Bishop/Colony
	11/06/08:  The North Region will continue to be very active in the communities in an attempt to bridge the gap between City of Columbia Police officers and the communities. 

In Operation Bridging the Community we were able to spend a lot of time in Colony/ Bethel Bishop, Gable Oaks and Ames Manor.

As reported earlier within the last nine months seventy-four (74) Arrests on various charges, ninety-eight (98) Citations Issued and twenty-eight Warrants served in Bethel Bishop\Colony Apartments all based on community complaints or concerns. The Community Response Team has arrested one hundred and eighty-six (186) subjects in the surrounding communities that would have an effect on Bethel Bishop\Colony community. 
	
	O

	11/06/08
	
	Bethel Bishop
	On November 6, 2008, we will be meeting with the residents at Bethel Bishop to discuss things we can do in the long term to improve the Quality of Life issues. 
	
	O

	11/06/08
	
	Pinehurst Community
	1. Many houses on Schoolhouse Road and surrounding areas were identified as problems.  A follow-up meeting has been scheduled to deal with the specifics of these houses. 

2. An additional meeting is in the works to involve Community Development with options on the purchase and/or rehab of some of the properties. 

3. The traffic check-point brought to the forefront that our community is indeed serious.  There have been many positive comments about this action. 
4. We met our new resource officer, Officer Coleman.  We cannot wait for her to get started talking with each of our block captains and community leaders to further assess our problems. 
	
	O

	
	
	On 1 November 08  a meeting was held at St. Marks Baptist church, with the Pinehurst residents, regarding a recent drive-by shooting in the community.  In attendance were the following: Mayor Bob Coble, Councilman E. W. Cromartie, Councilwoman T. Isaac Devine, Councilwoman B. Gergel, City Manager Austin, LTC Burke, Major Swisher, and Cpt. Johnson, MPO Mike Myers, representatives of the Benedict College Police Department, and representatives of RCSD.  
 

 


	The following plan of action was agreed upon.  City manager Austin stated that all of the city's service departments would be engaged, specifically the city's Inspection Division. The police department agreed to add one additional residential police officer (RPO) to the area; to deploy the department's Traffic Unit to the area; to focus the department's Narcotic and Gang Units to the area. 
Progress to date: MPO B. Coleman has been added to the area, as a RPO, effective 3 November 08.  The Traffic Unit has conducted two (2) check-point operations in the area. The Metro Region CRT has conducted four (4) evening operations in the area. The Metro Region RPOs, with assistance from the department's Crime-Prevention Unit, conducted a neighborhood walk of the area on 5 November 08.  
	
	O

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Fire Inspection
	
	
	
	

	11/04/08
	
	Placement of a dedicated member of staff to immediately respond to Quality of Life issues that arise within the neighborhoods. 

	This individual will also:

1. Establish priorities and take swift action to remedy through the code enforcement process. 

2. Liaison with other City departments to formulate a plan, identifying and addressing Life Safety concerns, (lighting, access paths, etc) 

3. Meet with Neighborhood leaders to establish a rapport and to ensure there is an immediate contact for them.
	
	O 

	
	
	Since October 25th 2008, there have been no complaints received by this office.
	
	C 
	

	
	
	On Friday 31st October 2008, a full fire inspection was conducted of all 40 buildings at Colony apartments.  


	In company with Manager Harrell, only one violation was found, a hole in the siding on one of the units.  
There was a concern from a tenant that water was leaking into her kitchen, but upon inspection, no evidence was found.  She was instructed to immediately contact the office the next time it occurs.
	C 
	

	
	Dev. Services
	
	
	
	

	10/29/08
	
	Coordination/Communication with CPD
	Director attended first COMPSTAT meeting; will attend all future meetings to ensure departments continue to share information about neighborhood trends and can reallocate resources accordingly.  Effort is on-going.
	
	O 

	11/03/08
	
	Quality of Life Court, Fines & Bond Amounts
	Director met with Chief Judge Turner and Fire Marshal Floyd.  Will update list of summons charges, including review of fine and bond amounts.
	
	O 

	11/03/08
	
	Staffing
	Persons accepted offers of employment to fill vacant housing inspector and code enforcement inspector positions.  Persons start 11/10/08.
	C 
	

	11/03/08
	
	Safran’s (1015 Whaley Street)
	Building Official ordered immediate removal of all construction-related vehicles parked within right-of-way.  Vehicles are coming from construction of apartment complex across the street.  Dana Higgins with Construction Management is efforting to have right-of-way returned to original condition.
	C 
	

	11/04/08
	
	College Place Ride Around, Update
	Following College Place ride-around on 10/18/08, code enforcement inspectors continue to follow-up on existing and initiate new cases.  Weekend staffing assigned to neighborhood with emphasis on front-yard parking violations.

Sent detailed email to Dawn Stoner, neighborhood president, with copies to Councilmembers Davis and Devine (as these Councilmembers were copied on original email/request to staff from Ms. Stoner) as well as City Manager and Senior Assistant City Manager.  Generally, staff has completed seven of the 15 items within that email.  Copies of the email/report are available upon request.

Since 10/18/08, staff has started 47 new code enforcement cases in neighborhood.
	
	O 

	11/05/08
	
	Hyatt Park Roominghouse (802 Duke Avenue)
	Owner has reduced occupancy to 3; must still obtain Business License for “rooms for rent”.
	
	O 

	11/05/08
	
	Responsibility for Towing
	Have scheduled meeting with CPD to transition responsibilities for initiating the towing of abandoned/derelict vehicles to code enforcement inspectors rather than Police Officers.  Effort will free police officers to focus on more-pressing, immediate issues.
	
	O 

	11/06/08
	
	MLK Neighborhood Meeting
	Following MLK meeting on 10/25/08, code enforcement inspectors continue to follow-up on existing and initiate new cases.

Sent detailed report to Governmental Affairs Office with copies to Senior Assistant City Manager.  Generally, staff has completed 76 of the 119 items within that report.  Copies of the report are available upon request.

Since 10/25/08, staff has started 24 new code enforcement cases in neighborhood.
	
	O 

	11/06/08
	
	Lee Street Over-Occupancy (2522 Lee Street)
	Zoning Inspector found violation of over-occupancy; will send written notice of violation today.
	C 
	

	11/6/08
	
	Lee Street Auto Repair (2507 Lee Street)
	Zoning Inspector found several vehicles on/about the property; owner was not home.  Tagged derelict vehicles and collected plate nos. on all others.  Will run plate nos. and continue to attempt to make contact with owner.  Does appear as if owner is repairing and selling vehicles; investigation continuing.
	
	O 

	11/06/08
	
	South Kilbourne Neighborhood Meeting
	Housing Official will attend follow-up meeting tonight; have addressed each of approximately 10 issues identified by Victoria Chien, neighborhood president.  First attended neighborhood meeting on 10/18/08 (as part of Super Saturday, sponsored by Community Development).

Since 10/25/08, staff has started 8 new code enforcement cases in neighborhood.
	
	O 

	11/6/08
	
	City-wide Code Enforcement Activities
	Since 10/25/08, inspectors have started 158 new code enforcement cases across Columbia -- 21 new housing cases, 23 property maintenance cases (litter, overgrown lot or premises), 30 abandoned/derelict vehicles, 16 roll carts, and 62 zoning cases (primarily front-yard parking violations).
	
	O 

	
	Homeland Sec
	
	
	
	

	
	
	Quality of Life Coordinators           

	Quality of Life Coordinators meet with neighborhood leaders to document their concerns and forward their concerns to the appropriate departments for action. QOL Coordinators will follow up to ensure they are addressed.
	
	O 

	
	
	Community Safety Officers           
	CSO's have been strategically assigned to downtown and the area around the COC Winter Shelter. A proposal has been submitted that will affect the number of CSO's assigned to neighborhoods.
	
	O 

	
	
	Winter Shelter  Meetings               
	Meetings are scheduled every Tuesday with neighborhood leaders directly around the COC Winter Shelter and a separate meeting with Allied Barton, Police Department and COC Winter Shelter Staff to address concerns or needs.
	
	O 

	
	Public Works
	
	
	
	

	11/06/08
	
	Animal Services / Court Cases

	1. Dangerous/Aggressive Dog Cases:  
2. Still holding an aggressive dog case for CPD.  Waiting for court date.

3. An aggressive dog citation was issued to a citizen on Monroe St.  His two Chesapeake Bay Retrievers attacked another dog while it was being walked by its owner.  The owner of the Chesapeake Bays just moved into the City and was already in the process of building a new fence and pen area.  Someone working at his house and left the gate open by accident.  Both dogs were very friendly with our staff and are in the owner’s custody.  Court is scheduled for 10-13-08.  Update:  Court continued for a jury trial.

4. Other City Cases:  We are still awaiting a court date and trial for a dog that was beaten to death with a baseball bat.  Case continued again due to defendant under going a mental evaluation and currently confined to a facility.  Update:  Court scheduled for 10-14-08.  Update:  Continued again due to defendant still being held for mental evaluation.  ACO has requested a new court date not be set until defendant released and can stand trial.
5. A puppy that was removed for cruelty from 6509 Easter St. had to be euthanized at the shelter after becoming ill from parvo.  The owner will be prosecuted for cruelty due to animals living conditions.
	
	O 

	
	
	Forestry and Beautification


	Met with representatives from Shandon neighborhood to work on details about tree plantings
	
	O 

	
	
	Solid Waste / Collection Process Challenges

	1. New Residential Services Added: 5

2. Vista Cleaning: We are being questioned concerning the cleaning of the Vista area.  We currently provide street sweeping service in the area Monday thru Friday between the hours of 11:00 pm and 7:00 am.  Inquires are being made on the divisions ability to blow the sidewalks.  Funding and personnel are currently not available for this request.  

3. Garbage Collection: We are continuing to add additional services and new sub-divisions to our collection operations.  These services are placing hours in our operations and demand on our equipment.  We are experiencing overtime a couple of days per week.

4. Recycling Collection: We are continuing to add additional services and new sub-divisions to our collection operations.  These services are placing hours in our operations and demand on our equipment.  We are experiencing overtime one day per week.
	
	O 

	
	
	Street Division / Repair Work Details

	1. Utility Cuts: Repaired 16 Water utility cuts. 
2. Concrete Driveway Repaired:  Repaired 3 cuts
3. Sidewalk Repair: Repaired 19 sidewalks
	C 
	

	
	
	Traffic Engineering / Special Activities
	1. Traffic Studies – 3 Requested, 6 Completed, 7 Pending

2. Historical Marker for Jewish Synagogue – marker installed

3. Street light repairs – work ongoing as needed

4. Columbia College Drive – met with citizen and Councilman Davis to discuss traffic calming issues.

5. Lighting Assessments – working on assessment around the Colony Apartments and Gable Oaks
	
	O 

	
	Park & Rec.
	
	
	
	

	11/05/08
	
	Citizen Contact(s)
	We are aware of no citizen contacts/concerns/complaints/issues with Parks & Recreation since Saturday, October 25, 2008 for the purposes of this report.   
	C 
	

	
	911 CRC
	
	
	
	

	10/24/08
	
	Performance/Delay of Service.  Colleton St. (Wilson)
	Incident was investigated, complaint exonerated. Captain Green and Colonel Burke notified of findings. The complainant, Ms. Wilson, was contacted on 10/31/08. By Deputy Director Gathers, and Director King. Complaint resolved.  No further action required.
	C 
	

	10/27/08
	
	Performance/Delay of Service. Stebondale (Savage)
	Incident was investigated, complaint sustained. Probationary Employee. Guidelines were not followed in processing call for service.  Responded directly to City Manager on 10/27/08, per his request. Deficiencies addressed through corrective action and training.
	C 
	

	10/29/08
	
	Performance/Delay of Service response to two calls in the College Place Subdivision. (Hevel)
	Incidents were investigated. No delay of service found, however, deficiencies in customer service were identified and are being addressed through counseling and remedial training. Response forwarded directly to City Manager per his request on 10/30/08.
	C 
	

	10/28/08
	
	Citizen Contact
	Hosted Richland County Sherriff’s Office Citizens Police Academy (Tour and Overview)
	C 
	

	10/31/08
	
	Stakeholder Contact
	Hosted COC Community Safety Officers (Tour and Training)
	C 
	

	10/27/08
	
	911 Call~ Burglary 1602 Cleveland St.

	Both calls were received, processed, and dispatched in a timely manner. 
 

This call was received during the peak hours of the day. CRC 9-1-1 was experiencing heavy call volume. From 1700 to 1900 there were 98 9-1-1 calls answered, 141 seven-digit line calls answered, and 100 outbound support calls made. These calls generated 154 dispatched calls for service.  CRC's average time to answer 9-1-1 calls on October 27th was 9 seconds. The average time to answer during the 6:00 pm. hour (time period of Ms. Hevel's call) was 8 seconds. 
 

CRC guidelines were followed in handling this call for service.
	C 
	

	
	Escalated Issues
	
	
	
	

	11/03/08
	
	2 Senior Citizens reported a red bandana on the stop sign at Stark and Walnut Streets.  They also expressed fear about a pair of tennis shoes hanging from the power lines from the same location.  
	11/03/08:  Bandana was removed.

11/04/08:  Tennis shoes were removed.
	C 
	

	
	
	Citizen Request:  

A school crossing guard or other security measure for the intersection of S. Waccamaw and Kiawah near A.C. Moore Elementary.  
	Currently, the CPD Traffic Division is working the intersection of S. Waccamaw and Kiawah, assisting the children as they cross.  Traffic Engineering has recommended that 2 more stop signs be added to the intersection to make it a 4-way stop.  Until that occurs, the Traffic Division will continue to work the intersection.
	
	O 

	11/06/08
	
	Stakeholder Request:

Follow-up actions from the meeting at Tapps:  
1 - City said they were opening the Taylor Street substation
2 - Homeland Security officers would be added
3 - New officers coming into Hospitality District (as reported in separate meetings)

FYI - Capitol Places has added Richland County Sheriffs Deputy to patrol its buildings and does so on a nightly basis.


	11/06/08:  Homeland Security Director Harold Reaves has a Community Safety Officer walking Main Street Monday through Friday from 8:00 a.m. until 11:00 p.m. and from 7:00 a.m. until 11:00 p.m. Saturday and Sunday.  They utilize the Taylor Street Substation along with the CSO Coordinators who also patrol Main Street and stop by the Taylor Street Substation for visibility. 
A CSO Coordinator works 3:00 p.m. until 11:00 p.m. to increase visibility in the downtown area and around the winter shelter. Director Reaves and Deputy Director Martin also ride Main Street to patrol after normal working hours, checking on our staff to ensure compliance.
 


	
	O 
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