Mayor’s Committee on Employment of People with Disabilities


MINUTES



September 06, 2007

Suggs & Kelly Law Offices

500 Taylor Street, Columbia, South Carolina

Present:  Catherine Bishop-Vincent, DAC/PH
Amy Baggett, SCVRD
    Scott Turner, MWIA


Steve Maglione, DAC

    Sandy Bostick, SCESC


Debra Matney, SCSCIA



    Darlene Townsend-Bradley, VF

Marge Butler, CAP



    Diane Frazier, SCCB


Jack Hatfield, Arc 



    Shirley Bowlin, Arc


John Gibson, VARO

                Scott A. Falcone, SCSDB 

            Annie Cannon, SCSDB


    Greg Dahl, USC-SOM

            Walter Caudle, MMTG

Call to order/Introductions Meeting called to order at 11:05 and introductions made

Minutes 8/06/07 minutes approved

Treasury Report   

New account balance is $5,089.95
Committee Reports

· Our Guest Speaker was Keith Beaudryk from the American Red Cross. Keith’s topic was: “Preparing for Disaster for People with Disabilities and other special needs”.  Keith explained that the American Red Cross does so much more than just giving blood.   Keith talked about how the American Red Cross has a list of medical facilities that would house anyone with a disability during a disaster such as a hurricane or tornado. Keith also mentioned that the American Red Cross has helped 450 Families this year that lost everything due to a fire.  The American Red Cross offers Clothing, Food, and Medical Vouchers to families who have lost all of their possessions from the result of disaster.  Keith introduced the “Vial of Life”, which is a pill bottle with all of your medical information inside. There is no charge and someone for the American Red Cross will put a Sticker on your door with an “M” on it, to alert the paramedics in case of an emergency. 

· Call for volunteers for the Resource Fair and possible speakers for the event. Steve Maglione agreed to speak. Scott Falcone said that he would check with Dr. Bob Day from South Carolina School from the Deaf and Blind as a potential speaker. Catherine expressed her concern to get Veterans involved in the Resource Fair to discuss Veterans returning from war, resources for Veteran’s dealing with PTSD. John Gibson, VARO, said that he would check with Alicia from Vocational Rehabilitation and Veterans Representative. Diane Frazier said that she would check with Sheila Evans or Shannon Cook. 

· Walter Caudle recommended K-12 & Post Secondary Education speakers for people with Disabilities on entering the workforce to attend Resource Fair. He also mentioned a non-profit organization from Midlands Education and Business Alliance Transitional/Various Career paths work keys. He suggested we visit MEBA.org and get more contact information.
· Suggestions for prospective agencies to speak:  USC Trio, Work Keys, Workforce Development Board, Work Opportunity Tax Credit, WIA Youth, Midlands Technical College, One Stop, & Federal Bonding Program
· Scott Turner volunteered to donate 75 to 100 nametags for the Fair.
· Greg Dahl & Scott Falcone volunteered to help out with the lunches. 
· Marge Butler suggested that we order an extra 10 meals to be on the prevent running out of meals.
· Everyone was encouraged to distribute flyers advertising the Resource Fair via email, in person, or word of mouth.
· Marge Butler informed the committee of the importance of participating in the Census 2010 because the more people who participates the more money the state receives.
Publications

· Catherine distributed handouts for upcoming Resource Fair on October 9, 2007 along with the registration form asking committee members to invite employers to attend.  Several committee members advised to make the advertisement of the Resource Fair simpler and to have some copies of Resource Fair flyers made up in Braille. 
· Amy Baggett informed to purchase the newsletters in color was $75.00 and to have newsletters printed with black ink on colored paper would be $12.00.
Resource Sharing
· Steve Maglione, Executive Director from the Disability Action Center discussed the Open House at Project’s HOPE’s New Home, Wednesday, September 19, 2007 at 1123 Kinard Court, Columbia, South Carolina 2:00 pm-5:00 pm. The program is open entry, skilled exit.  

· South Carolina White Cane Safety Day October 11, 2007 8:30am-4pm.  If you have any questions please contact Shirley Madison 533-3956

· Out Of Darkness walk October 21, 2007 at 1:00 p.m. Contact Britni.

· Interfaith Homeless Task Force Martin Luther King Park September 23, 2007, 3:00 pm – 4:00 pm.  If you have any questions please contact Marge Butler, CAP.
· Motivational Speaker Loretta Claiborne for the Home Run/ Miracle Mile Walk on September 21st and 22nd, 2007.  Seawell’s Banquet Center 5:30 p.m.-8:00 p.m. www.arcsc.org or (803) 748-5020 
· Midlands Technical College Homeless Awareness Week September 27, 2007.
Adjourned

Meeting adjourned at 12:32.

There will not be a meeting next month; we will instead be at the Resource Fair on October 9, 2007 at 8:30a.m. Please contact Sandy Bostick, 737-0193, if you have any questions. 
