Mayor’s Committee on Employment of People with Disabilities

MINUTES

August 02, 2007

Suggs & Kelly Law Offices

500 Taylor Street * Columbia, South Carolina

Present:  Catherine Bishop-Vincent, DAC/PH
Amy Baggett, SCVRD
    Britni Hartis, MHASC


Joan Sanford, DDSN


    Amy Baggett, SCVRD


Marco Williams, Project Hope


    Connie Lucius, CoC


Natalie Derrick, SCILC


    Diane Frazier, SCCB


Katie Smith, SC DHHS

                Ty Wesley, DAC



Debra Matney, SCSCIA


    Maris Burton, SCILC


Charlie Assey, Mass Mutual

Call to order/Introductions Meeting called to order at 11:03 and introductions made

Minutes 7/12/07 minutes approved

Treasury Report   

New account balance is $5,089.  Reimbursement of $22.05 made for items purchased for the Breakfast and Learn in March.
Committee Reports

· Katie Smith from South Carolina Department of Health and Human Services introduced new interagency group forums called “Making Connections for a Brighter Tomorrow”.  There will be 8 regional meetings throughout the state. The meetings will be held on a weekly basis.  Katie explained that the purpose of these meetings were to bring together representatives from the agencies assisting South Carolinians with disabilities in taking their places in the workforce.  She also added that the meetings were to help representatives become more familiar with local resources and contacts, and develop relationships that will assist in their mission. Katie expressed her plan to develop a resource guide for agencies.   

· Charles Assey from Mass Mutual Financial Group discussed MassMutual’s SpecialCare Program. This program provides information, specialists, and financial solutions for people with disabilities and other special needs and their families.  Charles introduced MassMutual’s Free Life Insurance Program which is called LifeBridge, a plan that insures that lives of qualified working people for the benefit of their children.  A 10-year term life insurance policy, with a death benefit of $50,000, is provided.  If a parent dies during the 10 year coverage, the $50,000 is paid into a trust and used to cover educational expenses of the dependent children.

· Roger Cranford, the guest speaker, had a time mix-up and spoke for a few moments on the 5 Points Wheels project, a program operated by the community and staffed with volunteers that provides rides at no cost to seniors and adults with disabilities. Call Roger at 779-1971 x17 for more information.  Roger agreed to speak on our Resource Panel at the October fair.

Publications

· Catherine suggested that we include the September newsletter, fair registration, and the event flyer together for distribution to employers. Amy Baggett volunteered VRs’ printing services.  SC Dept of Corrections was noted as an affordable back-up.  Maris expressed her concern of the cost of the newsletters & suggested that we advertise on agencies e-newsletters to save money.  
· Many publication materials need to be updated in the future.  Catherine brought before the committee the idea of combining brochure and information sheet.  She also suggested flyers, rather than brochures for this year’s resource fair.
Resource Sharing
· South Carolina Independent Living Council’s upcoming events of Pathways to Independence on October 19, 2007 from 1:00pm to 5:00pm, Friday evening celebration from 7:30pm-11:30pm, and Saturday, October 20, 2007 from 9:00am-4:30pm.  The proposed workshops are Emergency Preparedness; Travel & the ADA; Disability Etiquette & Awareness; Living Well & Eating Right; Power of Attorney/ Living Wills/ Advanced Directives Roundtable Discussion with agencies.  The SC Independent Living Council is also looking for nominations for two Squeaky Wheel Disability Advocacy Awards. An award will be given on Saturday, October 20, 2007. If you know of a nominee please summit to SC Independent Living Council before September 28, 2007.

· Britni Hartis, Mental Health America, Health Screening Suicide National Depression, PTSD, Bipolar.  Available online at www.mha-sc.org
·  October 1st-4th Hyatt Region in Greenville www.serid.org 

· Project Hope is near completion of the construction workshop. September 19th from 2 – 5 will be the Open House for the community and all service providers.

Adjourned

Meeting was adjourned at 12:10.

The next meeting will be 11:00am Thursday, September 6, 2007 at Suggs & Kelly office complex. Contact Catherine Bishop Vincent at (803) 779-5121 x32 if you have any questions. 

