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Safety and Security Advisory Committee 

Mayor’s Report to Council and Manager:

The Safety and Security Committee met again today and is ready to make a report to City Council on November 19th at 9:00 am. Sam Davis and I attended the meeting. The Committee is made up of residents of apartments, apartment managers and owners, and the Columbia City Police. The Committee has unanimously and enthusiastically come up with a recommendation for a voluntary program (that was our charge). The recommendation will be the creation of a group of all apartments (owners and managers), residents and police in each of the four Police Regions in the City. These groups will meet on a monthly basis. The agenda will include a review of crime prevention strategies, domestic violence prevention strategies, best practices for apartments, lease enforcement, information on problem tenants (as permitted by Federal Law), and review of programs for the tenants to combat gangs such as PAL in the Parks program. The Advisory Committee itself will meet on a quarterly basis. The Committee will review how the process is working and to contact those apartments that are not participating. The entire process will be reviewed in one year to see if it is working. The Columbia Police Department have already met with apartment owners and managers to begin the process. On Wednesday November 19th we will make a brief presentation and ask Council to endorse this plan. Those Committee members who will make a short statement are Mary Myers, a resident of Gable Oaks; Elizabeth Whitener owner of Riverside and now Ames Manor; Dwayne Legrant and Reid Swearingen both property owners and managers. Thanks!
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