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1 What do these terms and symbols mean? 
Action level-A limit (not MCL) that applies to contaminants, such as lead and copper, that enter the MRDLG (Maximum Residual Disinfectant Level Goal)-The maximum level of a disinfectant in 
water after treatment. Action levels may trigger special monitoring, public education or treatment drinking water at which no known or anticipated adverse effect on the health of persons would occur 
techniques. and that allows for an adequate margin of safety. MRDLG's are nonenforcable public health goals. 
Detected Level-Concentration of a substance detected in a water sample. The detected levels speci- N/A-Not applicable, does not apply. 
fied in the above tables are the highest levels detected if multiple samples were collected, except for NTU (Nephelometric Turbidity Unit)-Units used to indicate water clarity. 
Total Organic Carbon (TOC) or unless specified otherwise. For TOC, the specified removal rate is the ppb (parts per billion)-One part in a billion parts (equivalent to one penny in $10,000,000) 
rate required by the SCDHEC, based on data reported by the City. ppm (parts per million)-One part in a million parts (equivalent to one penny in $10,000) 
MCL (Maximum Contaminant Level)-The EPA's regulation limit for the highest allowable amount of RAA (running annual average)-An average of the four quarters in a calendar year. 
a substance in drinking water. TT (treatment technique)-A required process intended to reduce the level of a contaminant in drink- 
MCLG (Maximum Contaminant Level Goal)-The EPA's target level for a contaminant below which ing water. 
there are no known or suspected health effects. The MCLG is not necessarily a level achievable with 90th Percentile-The "action level" for lead and copper for a water system that serves more than 
currently available treatment techniques. 100,000 people. 
MRDL (Maximum Residual Disinfectant Level)-The maximum permissible level of a disinfectant < Less than 
added for water treatment that may not be exceeded at the consumer's tap without an unacceptable > Greater than 
possibility of adverse health effects. 

I THE EPA REOUrRES THAT ACT, ANNUAL WATER OIJA1,lTY REPORTS (IONTATN THE FOI,LOWING: I 
Drinking water, including bottled water, may reasonably be expected to contain at least small amounts of some contaminants. The presence of contaminants does not necessarily indicate that water poses a health 

risk. More information about contaminants and potential health effects can be obtained by calling the EPA's Safe Drinking Water Hotline (800-426-4791). 
The sources of drinking water (both tap water and bottled water) include rivers, lakes, streams, ponds, reservoirs, springs, and wells. As water travels over the surface of the land or through the ground, it dissolves 

naturally occurring minerals and radioactive material, and can pick up substances resulting from the presence of animals or from human activity. 
Contaminants that may be present in source water include: 
*Microbial contaminants, such as viruses and bacteria, which may come from sewage treatment plants, septic systems, agricultural livestock operations and wildlife. 
*Inorganic contaminants, such as salts and metals, which can be naturally occurring or result from urban stormwater runoff, industrial or domestic wastewater discharges, oil and gas production, mining or farm- 

ing. 
*Pesticides and herbicides, which may come from a variety of sources such as agriculture, stormwater runoff and residential uses. 
*Organic chemical contaminants, including synthetic and volatile organics, which are by-products of industrial processes and petroleum production and can also come from gas stations, urban stormwater runoff 

and septic systems. 
*Radioactive contaminants, which can be naturally-occurring or be the result of oil and gas production and mining activities. 
In order to insure that tap water is safe to drink, the EPA prescribes regulations that limit the amount of certain contaminants in water provided by public water systems. Federal Drug Administration (FDA) regula- 

tions establish limits for contaminants in bottled water, which must provide the same protection for public health. 
Some people may be more vulnerable to contaminants in drinking water than the general population. Lmmuno-compromised persons, such as persons with cancer undergoing chemotherapy, persons who have un- 

dergone organ transplants, people with HIVIAIDS or other immune system disorders, some elderly and infants can be particularly at risk from infections. These people should seek advice about drinking water from 
their health care providers. EPAICDC guidelines on appropriate means to lessen the risk of infection by Cryptosporidium are available from the Safe Drinking Water Hotline (800-426-4791). Testing since 1994 has 
revealed no signs of Cryptosporidium in Columbia's treated water. 


